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the impression of the stylus, are called ollahs. The natives
write letters to one another upon ollahs, which are neatly rolled
up, and sometimes sealed with a little gum-lac; in this manner
they pass through the post-office. During the operation of
writing, the leaf is supported by the left hand, and the letters
scratched upon the surface with the stylus. Instead of moving
the hand with which they write towards the right, they move
the leaf in a contrary direction, by means of the thumb of the
left hand. To render the characters more legible, the engraved
lines, are frequently filled by besmearing the leaf with fresh
cow-dung, which is tinged black, by rubbing the lines over with
coconut oil, or a mixture of oil and charcoal-powder. The
natives can write standing, as well as walking, and they rarely
use tables.
"Palm leaves, and perhaps the leaves of trees that do not
belong to this natural class, were.much used by the ancients as
writing materials, hence the word leaf (of a book) is synonymous
with that of a tree/*
The statements, respecting the age of Palmyra manuscript
books and the number of years they are likely to last, are
somewhat conflicting. Ferguson does not doubt that Palmyra-
leaf manuscripts 400 or 500 years old exist in Ceylon, He says
that they are certainly of a more durable quality than paper,
and resemble parchment in their texture, when well prepared.
We read in an article written by Brande1 in 1849 on "The
Language and Literature of the Island of Bali": "The time at
which the manuscript was composed, which I made use of, is the
year of Saka 1724 (corresponding to the year of Chxnst 1802).
To judge from the outward appearance I should have taken it
to be much older; in 46 years the lontar leaves (Palmyra) have
already become much injured and it seems to prove what is said
also of Indian manuscripts, that they cannot survive 100 years.
This probably is also one of the causes that in Java in so short
a time almost the whole of the ancient literature was lost, and
that when the desire for the old literature was revived, hardly
any of the old manuscripts could be discovered. In Bali also
we must not look for old manuscripts; however, those which are
guarded and transcribed in the families of the priests may
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